University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

10-6-1992

Brazil: Chamber Of Deputies Votes In Favor Of
Impeachment, Vice President Assumes Presidency
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Brazil: Chamber Of Deputies Votes In Favor Of Impeachment, Vice President Assumes Presidency." (1992).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/10364

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 059234
ISSN: 1060-4189

Brazil: Chamber Of Deputies Votes In Favor Of
Impeachment, Vice President Assumes Presidency
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Tuesday, October 6, 1992
On Sept. 29, the Brazilian Chamber of Deputies voted 441 to 38, with 23 deputies absent and 1
abstention, in favor of impeaching President Fernando Collor de Mello. With the vote, charges of
corruption and official misconduct against Collor were passed on to the Senate, which will conduct
an impeachment trial. The vote also implies suspension of Collor from office for up to six months.
A two-thirds majority, or 336 votes, was necessary to pass the measure. The move makes Collor
the first leader to face an impeachment vote in Brazil's 103-year history as a republic, although
impeachment proceedings were unsuccessfully launched twice before, in the 1950's against Getulio
Vargas and against Collor's predecessor, Jose Sarney. According to Attorney General Aristides
Junqueira, irrespective of the outcome of the political trial and impeachment proceedings in the
Senate, Collor will face criminal charges in connection with the corruption scandal. On Sept. 28,
Junqueira told reporters criminal proceedings against Collor would continue regardless of whether
Collor resigns, is removed from office or remains in his post. While Collor is suspended from
office presidential immunity remains in effect and he cannot be formally brought to trial. But
as soon as he leaves power, Collor could face trial, a possible prison term and seizure of assets.
Early in the morning of the 29th, about 100,000 demonstrators gathered on the lawn in front the
congress building to pressure legislators to vote in favor of continuing the impeachment process.
Approximately 15,000 state and city police patrolled the streets of the capital during the vote and
many people closed shop or abandoned work to follow the proceedings on TV. In Rio de Janeiro
and Sao Paulo most banks remained closed and crowds gathered downtown to watch the Chamber
of Deputies debate and vote on huge TV screens. The voting procedure, broadcast live on national
TV and radio, consisted of each legislator being called upon to give an individual voice vote.
Congressional votes are usually secret, with the vote tally registered directly on an electronic panel.
Following the 336th vote in support of impeachment Brazilians took to the streets in a nationwide
celebration. In Brasilia, on the congressional lawn, demonstrators set off fireworks, lit candles and
waved national flags. After casting of the final vote in the Chamber, deputies joined hands to sing
the national anthem. Shortly after completion of the vote, Justice Minister Celio Borja announced
he would head a special commission, appointed by Collor, to oversee the transfer of power to Vice
president Itamar Franco. Prior to the Chamber of Deputies vote, Borja had presented Collor with
a letter of resignation signed by all cabinet ministers and secretaries. Collor's cabinet members
indicated they would remain in their posts until appointment of a new cabinet by Franco. On Sept.
30, the Senate appointed a 21-member committee to direct the trial proceedings against Collor. The
committee, with proportional representation from all parties in the Senate, is headed by Sen. Elcio
Alvares, with Sen. Antonio Mariz serving as rapporteur. Following the trial, the commission will
issue a final report on the impeachment charges, which must then be approved by a two-thirds
majority of the Senate in order to permanently remove Collor from office. At 10 a.m. on Oct. 2, in a
nationally televised ceremony, Collor was formally notified of his suspension from office. With the
notification, Franco automatically became interim president. If Collor is impeached by the Senate,
Franco will serve out Collor's presidential term through 1995. Franco, 62, is a former businessperson
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who served two consecutive terms as a senator from the state of Minas Gerais. In 1988, as a senator,
Franco fought to preserve state control over much of the economy and he has openly opposed
many of Collor's economic policies, leading to fears that he might abandon Collor's free market
reforms. However, in a recent interview with daily newspaper Folha de Sao Paulo, Franco insisted
he now thinks differently. "The world has changed since then, and I've changed too," he said. Collor
released a statement saying he relinquished office "with a clear conscience and soul" and convinced
he will be vindicated "when the truth becomes known." Also on Oct. 2, formal impeachment
proceedings commenced against Collor in the Senate. The entire process is expected to take about
90 days. Collor was informed that he has 20 days to present his defense. Despite repeated calls for
his resignation, Collor has indicated he does not plan to leave his post voluntarily and will allow
the impeachment process to run its course. Franco appointed the following members to his interim
cabinet: Economy - Gustavo Krause Planning - Paulo Haddad Foreign Affairs - Fernando Henrique
Cardoso Justice - Mauricio Correa Education - Murilio Hingel Social Welfare - Jutahy Magalhaes
Health - Jamil Haddad Chief of Staff - Henrirque Hargreaves Defense - Gen. Fernando Carodoso
Transportation - Alexandre Costa Energy and Mines - Paulino Cicero Navy - Ivan Serpa Air Force
- Lelio Viana Lobo Army - Antonio Luiz Rocha Veneu Political Coordinator and Congressional
Relations - Pedro Simon Presidency - Mauro Durante On Oct. 4, Collor presented Franco with a list
of demands for staff and benefits, arguing that he remains president of the republic and deserves
the full rights of that office. Itamar Franco responded to the list of demands by saying that he would
not permit creation of a "parallel government." Justice Minister Mauricio Correa said Franco would
submit Collor's list of demands to congress for consideration. (Sources: Notimex, 09/28/92, 09/29/92,
10/02/92; Deutsche Press Agentur, 09/29/92, 10/02/92; Associated Press, 09/29-10/03/92; Agence
France-Presse, 09/28-10/03/92; Spanish news service EFE, 10/04/92)
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